
ROCHDALE BOROUGH COUNCIL

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE HEALTH SCHOOLS AND CARE OVERVIEW 
AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE TO THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON 

WEDNESDAY 17TH OCTOBER 2018

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Health, Schools and Care 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee.

Scrutiny, what does it mean? Defined in dictionaries as; a careful examination; a 
critical gaze; an official inspection of votes cast in an election.

Last May when I was appointed to be the Chair of Health, Schools and Care 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee I did not realise the importance of such a 
committee! As chair of this committee and fellow councillors who also hold similar 
positions in other Scrutiny Committees, you also become substitute members of all 

Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) scrutiny committees.
It is in these meetings you start to realise the importance of our GMCA leaders and 
their cabinet’s decision making. Decisions are usually made months, years before. 

To challenge and make change can sometimes seem to be over critical?
Scrutiny committees are there to be seen as a critical and constructive friend and I 
have had the greatest of pleasure to have now been present and taken some part, 
at most of  GMCA scrutiny meetings.

As a member of Joint Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee for Pennine Acute 
NHS Trust (part of the Northern Care Alliance) we received the operational plan for 
2018/19. Over many months there have been many public complaints about 
services received so hopefully the reorganisation to that of the newly formed; The 
Northern Care Alliance (NCA), which delegates their functions to ‘Committees in 
Common.’  

The new alliance brings together 17000 staff, 2000 beds and serves a population of 
1 million people across our communities through four ‘Care Organisations’: Salford, 
North Manchester, Oldham, Bury & Rochdale.

I have personally expressed my disappointment of the lack of maternity provision 
within the Borough of Rochdale and I will continue to express my view, at every 
opportunity.

My thanks to Kate Jones, C.E.O. healthwatch Rochdale; who met up with me to 
explain their role in helping to provide and improve the services provided by our 
N.H.S. Their role primarily is; to listen to your feedback, influence a change in 
services and provide information which she duly did!

Again many thanks to my committee for their time, effort and constructive feedback 
they give in their important role as member of this important committee.



There has been a meeting of the Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee since my last report to Council, which was held on 20th September, 
where we considered a full and varied agenda including:

a. Sunrise Team Annual Report 2017/18
We received a report that provided us with an overview of some of the key 
highlights from the Sunrise Team’s Annual Report (April 2017 to March 2018); and 
was structured around the four key strategic approaches to tackling Child Sexual 
Exploitation: prevention, protection, prosecution and ensuring professional and 
public confidence. The report and presentation was highly informative and gave us 
all an insight into the valuable work that the Team carry out.

b. Market Oversight Report – 1st Quarter 2018/19
We received a report which asked us to consider the market oversight report which 
provides quality assurance information for services commissioned by the Adult 
Care service. Adult Care Service commission external provider services to deliver a 
range of care services to adults with eligible social care needs. Members of the 
Committee noted that this was the last occasion at which Dianne David, Assistant 
Director – Adult Care (Commissioning) would be attending prior to her impending 
retirement in October 2018.

c. Oral Health Update
We scrutinised a report that highlighted the issues relating to the oral health of five 
year old children in the Borough. The Committee was advised that local authorities 
have a statutory role to provide or commission oral health promotion programmes 
to improve the health of the local population, to the extent that they consider 
appropriate in their areas. Whilst local authorities have a statutory lead role it is 
recognised that there are roles for oral health improvement across the health, 
education and voluntary sectors. There had recently been a focus on child dental 
health which highlighted that improving this requires a whole-systems approach. 
Action was therefore required across the sector, from national and local health 
policy, to healthcare, families and the food and drink industry. The report led to a 
full and frank discussion on issue appertaining to oral health.

d. Sugar Smart Borough
 The Committee received information about the ‘Sugar Smart Borough’ initiative 
that a group of council and health service officers were progressing. Sugar Smart is 
a campaign that was initiated by the television personality Jamie Oliver and 
Sustain. It supported local authorities, organisations, workplaces and individuals in 
their efforts to reduce the amount of sugar consumed. 

Councillor Ray Dutton
Chair of the Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee 

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Health, Schools and 
Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee


